
CELSOC/Division of Engineering Services 
Structures Liaison Committee 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

  

DATE:  December 15, 2006 

TIME:   10:00 am 

LOCATION: Caltrans DES, Sacramento 
   Farmers Market I, Room 212 
  
 
MINUTES 
 
I. REVIEW OF AUGUST 25, 2006 MEETING MINUTES AND PAST ACTION 

ITEMS 
 

Meeting minutes from August 25, 2006 have not yet been posted to OSFP web 
site.  

 

Date of 
Meeting 

Past Action Items  Tracking 
Status 

8/25/06 Coordination/Partnering: Mark to set up conference 
call to discuss subcommittee roles. Caltrans to 
provide example charter from Rock Products. 

Done 

8/25/06 Bridge As-Built Plans and Bridge Inspection Reports: 
Earl to look into the process and report steps of how/if 
consultants can get as-built plans for (state/local) 
projects being worked on and projects being proposed 
on. 

In 
progress

8/25/06 Web Based Review Comments Software:  Caltrans to 
consider this idea and possibly bring it up at the 
statewide committee. 

In 
progress

8/25/06 Geotechnical Services Report: Philip to forward 
example charter from Rock Products to Earl for 
distribution to the committee. 

Done 

8/25/06 Structures Construction Report: Dolores to send DVD 
of video in its current form to Earl for distribution. 

Done 
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8/25/06 Structures Specifications Report: Ruth to formulate 
the question, for Walt’s review, and then Ruth to pass 
along the question to the Districts for polling. This 
topic may need consideration at the Statewide 
Committee. 

In 
progress

 
 
II. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Roberts Memorial Dinner November 13, 2006:  About $25,000 was collected 
that will be used to fund four scholarships and allow signage for a memorial 
bridge. Success of the memorial dinner sparked a discussion about potential 
formation of a new subcommittee to organize a yearly scholarship fundraising 
dinner. 

Action: N/A 

III. TECHNICAL TOPICS 

A. Metric to English Conversion: Wei discussed shelf life issues regarding 
projects. 

Earl mentioned that the “Structural Detailing Standards” will be posted to their 
web site soon. 

 Action: Rob to forward instructions on how projects are flagged in the system. 
Suggestion was made to post the list. Rob to discuss this item with Tim Craggs. 
Suggestion was also made to bring this topic up at the statewide committee. 

  

B. LRFD Updates: Classes offered through the UC Berkeley Extension were 
discussed. About 1/3 of the attendees were consultants, 2/3 were from other 
agencies.  Two remaining classes are upcoming in Fresno and Emeryville. 

 Caltrans has created an issue list regarding LRFD. Earl would like feedback on 
this list. 

 Caltrans has completed two consultant Type Selections of LRFD based projects 
but has not received any consultant LRFD designs. 

 Caltrans has obtained 2 Conbox licenses to gain an understanding of the 
software that will help in review of consultant designs. 

 Kevin mentioned that AASHTO will be voting on their spring ballot on two items 
that include providing seismic design criteria (similar to Caltrans’ seismic design 
criteria) as well as a force based approach as guide bridge design specifications. 
For either case, 1000 year return interval hazard maps would be used. 

 Action: N/A 
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IV. COORDINATION/PARTNERING 

A. Partnering Improvements:  The goal is to have a more effective group and 
finding better ways of communication. 

Action: N/A 

 

B. Project Development Oversight: Goal is an improved QC/QA process with 
greater efficiency and fewer review cycles. Challenge will be in as we 
progress into the LRFD transition, how to establish goals for effective 
oversight. Discussed the goal of reducing the number of review cycles. May 
possibly need a subcommittee to investigate. Caltrans is working to finalize 
an issue paper on this subject. 

Action:  N/A 

 

C. Bridge As-Built Plans and Bridge Inspection Reports:   Still an issue for getting 
as-built plans and bridge inspection reports from Caltrans Structures 
Maintenance. 

Action: Caltrans to investigate and resolve. 

 

D. Web Based Review Comments Software:  

Action: Walt to relay this item to Jorge Aguilar of the statewide committee. Mark 
to check with Gary Antonucci regarding potential pilot project. 

 

E. Structures/District Specifications Document Compilation: 

Action: Walt to draft letter for committee to review.  This item may also want to go 
to the statewide committee. 
 

V.  CELSOC UPDATES 

Action: Walt to see if meeting minutes from statewide committee can be 
distributed to this structures liaison committee. It was noted that it would be 
advantageous to have a member of the CELSOC/DES Liaison Committee on the 
statewide committee.  

VI.  DES UPDATES 

A. CT Bridge: Caltrans relayed some general results from interviews they had 
with various firms in California regarding computer Information Technology, 
software procurement and software integration. There were seven general 
results from the consultant interviews: 

1) Consultants want CT Bridge 
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2) CTBridge should be released a.s.a.p. 

3) Release of CTBridge could have a significant impact on the software 
marketplace 

4) Consultants want technical support and would prefer it from a 3rd party 
vendor. 

5) Consultants believe that formal training will not be necessary to use 
CTBridge. 

6) CTBridge should have a retail price similar to that of Conbox. 

7) Consultants are also concerned about the legal issues involved in 
Caltrans releasing the software.  

Caltrans will soon be signing the decision document regarding the distribution 
of CT Bridge software. Caltrans will not release CTBridge before completing 
a more rigorous testing of the software.  This is now the key holdup to release 
of the program. 

To date, almost 100 bridges have been designed by Caltrans with CT Bridge. 
It has been going through parametric studies to test the results.  Interest was 
expressed in having design consultants volunteer for trial testing of the 
program. 

It has not been decided yet on how to distribute the software. 

B. Contracting Opportunities: DES is planning to spend about $72M this fiscal 
year on all A&E contracts and is projecting approximately 10% more next 
fiscal year. 

C. Geotechnical Services – FHWA Program Review:  Jim mentioned the review 
that was completed last month of their geotechnical program. 
Recommendations were made and implementation will be on-going. 

Action:  N/A 

VII. NEXT MEETINGS 

Upcoming meetings include March 23 (District 11), June 22 (Sacramento), 
September 28 (District 04), December 14 (Sacramento) and March 28, 2008 
(District 12). 

Action: Po Chen to provide District 04 contact to Earl Seaberg for coordination of 
September 28th meeting. 
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ATTENDEES 
 
Caltrans   CELSOC 
Ruth Fernandes  Mark Ashley 
Rob Stott   Wei Koo 
Kevin Thompson   Tom Walker 
Earl Seaberg   Walt LaFranchi 
Robert Tanaka   
Robert Weber   
Mike Keever   
Jim Davis   
Dolores Valls   
Tony Marquez   

 
 


